SUMMARY The results of a combined clinical and laboratory study in 55 patients throughout the leprosy spectrum are reported. Thirty one of these patients suffered from an inflammatory peripheral polyarthritis which has not been previously described and which was unassociated with the characteristics of erythema nodosum leprosum reactions or with Charcot's joints. a2 Macroglobulin was raised significantly only in those patients with leprosy and arthritis.
mainly affecting the joints of the wrists, elbows, and knees and proximal joints3 4 has been recorded.
In the present study patients throughout the leprosy spectrum5 have been clinically examined for arthropathy with particular emphasis on the diarthrodial joints.
Patients and methods
Thirty two male and 23 female patients were included ( Firstly, peripheral rather than proximal joint involvement was found. Secondly, the arthritis was symmetrical; no consistent pattern of joint involvement has been previously recorded. Thirdly, the arthritis did not differ in evolution and clinical presentation in any leprosy subgroup. In the 'field' conditions in which this study was conducted it was not possible to obtain synovial fluid or biopsy specimens, and, similarly, because of the lack of radiology it is not possible to say whether there was an underlying erosive process.
IgM rheumatoid factor is commonly found in patients with leprosy12 and in this study was found more commonly in leprosy patients without arthritis. Although rheumatoid arthritis cannot be excluded, the large number of patients involved and the lack of clinical evidence of any underlying destructive arthritis make this unlikely. 
